EPSRC – Expressions of Interest in Graphene Engineering

Closing date: 19 April 2012

EPSRC would like to invite Expressions of Interests to bid into the call for proposals in graphene engineering research. The aim of the call is to focus research on manufacturing processes and technologies linked to graphene in order to accelerate the development and generation of novel devices, applications technologies or systems. 

Please note only research programme bids (for which EPSRC have made £10m available) from the University of Manchester will be considered by EPSRC under this call.  Research programmes should focus on advancing the engineering and manufacturing aspects of graphene in the context of important application areas. There should be some flexibility within programmes to fuel more speculative research into future innovations involving graphene and other carbon-based nanomaterials. Industry involvement will be welcomed as will development of staff and students (which would require complementary support from the universities involved).

Research programme proposals must align to the scope of the call and include the following aspects that will form part of the assessment criteria:

· A programme of research that seeks to understand how to commercialise and enhance the ‘manufacturability’ of graphene as the material of choice;

· A programme of innovative and adventurous research with an emphasis on applications;

· A research consortium, led by engineers, that brings together a diverse team;

· A desire to complement and engage with other components of the graphene global research and technology hub and other relevant initiatives;

· A suite of people-based activities to help strengthen the essential cross-disciplinary collaborations, develop new research activities and increase impact in this area;

· Strong alignment with industry needs and a strategy for engaging with potential users of the research;

· Programmes should explore one or more existing application areas (see below) and also have the capability to address more speculative directions, including those of broader carbon-based materials.

EPSRC will fund research programmes of up to five-years with flexible funding (similar to that provided through EPSRC platform and programme grants) that can be used for a mixture of research projects, feasibility studies and networking and outreach activities. Research programmes should range between £1.5M - £3M and consist of a suite of related activities built around a central research challenge, based on existing application areas. The funding should also allow the flexibility to explore speculative application areas and to change direction during the grant to explore these new opportunities as they arise. Programmes should include a management structure from the outset to ensure that a clear decision-making process is in place to manage any change of direction (as well as retain the objectives of the research as assessed throughout the lifetime of the grant).

Prior to submitting an Expression of Interest colleagues are requested to discuss their proposal with Ivan Buckley who has just been appointed as the Project Manager for the Graphene Innovations Hub (tel: 52441 email ivan.buckley@manchester.ac.uk) 

