CONFIRMED
THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

School of Chemistry

STAFF/STUDENT LIAISON COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Meeting held at 1pm Wednesday 24 October 2012 m&@wf Chemistry, Room GE.005
Present: Garry Procter (Chair), Andrew Regan, Karen Charter

Student Representatives:

Level 1 Ikra Pervaiz

Level 2 Lisa Williams Jonathan Phan
Level 3 Jessica Quirke Kyriacos Demetriou
Level 4 Priyanka Comar Lisa Roe

1. Apologiesfor absence
None received
2. Minutesand MattersArising

There were no matters arising, the minutes of tegipus meeting were approved and would be posted
onto the intranet.

3. Fourth Year matters

a) It had been requested that sufficient notice bergif bookings in the computer cluster. The
Senior Education Officer reported that a list dtmlokings for semester one had already been
displayed on both doors of the cluster and alsmptd the intranet.

b)  Common room and drinking water facilities. It wdarified that 4' year students could make
use of the common room facilities in the Chemismitding. It was noted that signs showing
location of drinking water in the building werehait located in the teaching labs or were not
visible on noticeboards.

Action (KC): this information was made available on the inttafolowing a request made by
reps last year. The information would also be gubgtto the ‘virtual common room’ area of
Blackboard.

c) Some students who were undertaking level 4 projeader supervision of staff with no research
students had expressed concern about being apgedprsupervised in labs. The Director of
Undergraduate Studies explained that in such cisdents were always located to labs which
had full time research students working in thena tmat project students should never be
working in labs on their own, no matter which grdabpy were located with. The Director also
reiterated that students should be spending appaigly half their total working time dedicated
to their projects, and that this should not inclaflénours outside of lectures, as work for taught
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d)

5. Third

a)

courses included further reading, research angiogvi Any student who felt that they were
being asked to put in too many hours into theijgmtoshould contact the project co-ordinator.

Some students had commented that the café waswetsaopen at 9am, meaning that they were
not able to purchase drinks before lectures begdirmembers were reminded that food and
drink was not allowed into lecture theatres.

It was reported that some students taking CHEM30@itiLnot been allocated to tutorial groups.
The Senior Education Officer asked that anyonectdtecontact her immediately and this would
be resolved.

Year matters

Some students undertaking group projects had dekeah earlier start to labs, as all preparatory
work had been completed in advance of week 7.a# moted that a more flexible approach to lab
start dates had been proposed by Teaching ComnmitR#11/12, but that the lab organisers
would find this difficult to work with in practicejue to the practicalities of ordering chemicals,
organising demonstrators and so on.

Action (GP): this would be discussed further with lab staff anghnisers.

b)

It was requested that announcements of seminddsido a single email once a month, as at
present students were receiving many emails pek.wee

Action (KC): this request would be passed on to the relevasbper

c)

d)

It was noted that heating and ventilation still @@s to be a problem in the Chemistry building,
with lecture theatres and the computer clusteritiqular being cold at present.

One student had slipped on wet leaves on the patlifg to the building, and had asked if any
action could be taken to clean this area.

Action (KC): these requests would be passed on to the buildamgger.

e)

Some students had reported that that there wasntlyrno space to sit in between lectures, as
the café was too small and the computer clustemeagesigned as a social space. It was
explained that there was no space within the ngldd facilitate the provision of undergraduate
common room, but that possible expansion of thé aeda was being explored. Some students
suggested a remodeling of thHfbor library space, with removal of bookcasesider to

expand the available seating area. It was noteeher that this space was often being used as a
quiet study area, and that use as a social spacaatavanted by all users.

Action (GP): the matter would be brought to the attention oftflead of School and Building Manager.

a)
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Second Y ear matters

It was reported that there was widespread disaatish with the provision of
demonstrators in year 2 labs, with some studentsi@a different demonstrator for all
three lab sessions, leading to problems of comgigtbetween sessions. It had also been
reported that some demonstrators were not engagthdheir students, were leaving lab
sessions before 4pm and spending time on theirgshontalking to other demonstrators
rather than being available to assist. The peeckigvels of training did not appear to be
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satisfactory, with at least one demonstrator nokng where things were in the lab and
having to be shown by students.

Action (GP): the Chair asked for specific detail of any problddesy, bay number etc) and
would pass any comments onto lab organisers fotutsn. It was reported that the
recruitment of demonstrators had been particuldifficult this year, meaning that early
training could not take place in all areas.

b) Some students had commented that it would be usefateive some preparatory
reading during late August/early September, sottiet could better prepare themselves
for classes.

Action (GP): this comment would be shared with members of Tegc@ommittee and any
possible future material included in mailings todgints about the start of year.

c) It was felt that there were not presently sidfit leaders for year 2 PASS, leading to largen tha
useful group sizes.

Action (GP): this would be reported to the PASS co-ordinatorcfanment.

7. First Year matters

a) Comments had concentrated on the start of yedn,seiine students reporting that they
did not feel sufficiently prepared for their firseek of lectures. It was suggested that a
campus tour be made available, so that studentd wentify the buildings they needed
to go to for subsidiary lectures.

b)  The lack of social events/mixers was highlight&the Senior Education Officer explained that
the first year cohort was now too large for eveatsake place within the Chemistry building
during the day, and that Estates restrictions ntiaelerganising of events in the evenings
difficult. There was acknowledgement of the diffites faced by students who did not wish to
participate in events targeted towards drinkingl tnat the hire of possible external venues
might also present these difficulties.

Action (KC, all reps): any ideas about different social events which ctalté place in welcome week
would be gratefully received. The matter woulcbdde brought to the attention of ChemSaoc reps.

8. Any other business
The Senior Education Officer notified the comnattd proposed changes to the way that course unit
selection is made, with a proposal that studerdss their options in mid-August. There was no
support for such a change, with students expressprgference to receive detailed information about
programme structures and to have access to advioptn selection in Welcome Week.

8. Next meeting

13 February 2013
17 April 2013
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