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SCHOOL of CHEMISTRY HEALTH and SAFETY COMMITTEE

13th October 2008 at 2:30 p.m. in Room 4.20
In attendance: Prof.  P.O`Brien (Chair), Dr. E.M. Armstrong, 
Mr. S. Holden (Minutes), Mr. J. Robinson, Dr. P. Quayle, Mr. P. Unsworth, 
Dr. Nick Bryan, Ms. Karen Williams and Mr. A. Sutherland.
1. Apologies 

Dr. P. O`Malley, Ms. C. Davidge, Mr. G. Smith,  

Mr. T Graham, Dr. M. Attfield and Mr. J. Martin.
2. Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 4th August 2008 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 7.27 were passed as correct.
3. Matters Arising 
EMA stated that the new Safety Induction was now in action, complete with questionnaire, and she had received some feedback.
4. Correspondence 
In response to a memo (received 20th August) EMA requested that she is contacted regarding any local Health and Safety training that is carried out. This is so that central records can be kept up-to-date.
A copy of “Safety Matters” has been put on the School notice board.
5. Chair’s Business

University Safety Advisors have audited the School’s risk assessments. Feedback awaited.
Radiation is an area of particular concern at the present due to recent publicity regarding the Rutherford Building.

The Chair expressed concern was expressed that no meeting had been arranged regarding responsibility for chemists working in the MIB.

6. Latest inspections/ Arrangements for inspections 

2nd Floor – Tuesday 14th October – SH, EMA.
Basement – Friday 28th November – EMA, AS, PQ, NB.
7. Latest accident/incidents

There has been only one injury to report – a trapped/broken finger caused by contact with a rotary pump.

      8.  Fire 
POB enquired as to whether any cause had been established for the two fires involving rotary evaporators.

EMA stated that as far as it was possible to tell there had been no problem with the actual electrical appliances and that the most likely cause was a solvent vapour ignited by static electricity.
PQ stated that he had checked how rotary evaporators were used in industry. There was far less use of solvents and the equipment was placed in a fume hood.
EMA stated that an order for Diphoterine has been placed.
A building fire evacuation practice is due. After discussion a date was pencilled in subject to confirmation.

EMA is arranging fire extinguisher training for new Post-graduate and post-doctoral researchers. This will be arranged for a Monday.
9.   Local Safety induction
EMA raised concerns regarding the level of attendance at the Safety Inductions. JR stated that in his experience practically everyone had attended such a meeting.

It was suggested that there was some confusion regarding whether some attendances at the Chemistry Building were being credited to MIB.  
10. Dates of next meetings

Monday 8th December at 14:30 in Room 4.20

Monday 26th January at 14:30 in Room 4.20

Monday 23rd March at 14:30 in Room 4.20

Monday 18th May at 14:30 in Room 4.20

Monday 29th June at 14:30 in Room 4.20
11. AOB
EMA informed the group that the new update of the Safety Manual will shortly be on the web site. There are also some updated P & M sheets as well.
NB stated that Radiochemistry have now updated there procedures in light of the new School Risk assessment. This has been passed to EMA for comment. The Local Rules have also been updated.

PQ was concerned that the chemical store in 4.06 had been found to be unlocked. This area will be cleared shortly along with a considerable amount of legacy gear.

KW was concerned that the new mats at the building entrance were a trip hazard.

KW was also concerned that new students were leaving their mobile phone numbers as opposed to internal numbers when registering their swipe cards.
EMA has been in contact with Security regarding out-of-hours attendance within the building. A safety-glasses box will be placed at reception. She will also meet and brief Security Team Leaders regarding procedures and protocols.

A copy of Brethericks’ handbook of Chemical Safety Hazards has been ordered.

There being no more business the meeting closed at 3.00 p.m.

