SCHOOL of CHEMISTRY HEALTH and SAFETY COMMITTEE

Monday 23rd March 2009 at 15:00 in room 4.20 

In attendance: 

Dr. E.M. Armstrong (Chair), Mr. S Holden (Minutes), Dr. D. Crouch, 

Ms. C. Davidge, Dr. P.Quayle, Mr. T. Graham, Dr. M. Attfield, Dr. N. Bryan, 

Mr. M. Bromfield, Dr. C. Raynor and Mr. A. Sutherland.


1. Apologies 

Prof. P.O`Brien, Mr. J. Robinson, Mr. G. Smith, Dr. P.O` Malley and

Mr. A. Griffiths.
2. Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 26th January at 2:30 p.m. in Room 4.20 were passed with the following corrections:

Item 8 – change to “…disposal via agreed protocols”.

Item 11 – after discussion it was clarified that this applied both within and outside the School.

3. Matters Arising 

EMA reported to the committee that work was continuing on the School’s new Health and Safety manual and that this document should be completed and published on the intranet by Easter.

4. Correspondence 

DC had supplied information regarding the use of syringes whilst sampling chemicals such as t-Butyl Lithium. EMA will produce a new P & M sheet.

Some correspondence had been received regarding recent safety inspections – progress was being made on the issues raised.

5. Chair’s Business

EMA thanked members for their contributions regarding the forthcoming “REACH” regulations.

EMA has had contact with researchers at AstraZeneca and obtained useful information regarding reaction scale-up. This has been incorporated into the University reaction scale-up document. The additions will be circulated to Committee members.

School first aiders are to receive training on treatment of HF injuries and administering Oxygen therapy on 06/04/2009.

6. Latest accidents/incidents   

There have been a number of Winchesters which have shattered untouched (e.g. whilst in a cabinet) recently, (one methanol, one dichloromethane and one during disposal of waste solvent – although the latter may have been caused by over-filling).

On investigation it seems that Fisher re-use a bottle up to six times subject only to a visual inspection.

The fume hood fans in 5.36 failed (during an inspection of that area!). It seems that the thoroughness of extract fan inspection in the building has declined possibly due to less personnel being available.

A researcher spilt a mix potentially containing “Hydrofluoric acid (possibly in complexed form)” on them self.

They were sent to hospital but fortunately sustained no injury. However it was clear that agreed protocols were not being followed – the risk assessment was completed in pencil and was not signed by the supervisor or SSA, the researcher was not wearing a lab coat or gloves and the calcium gluconate gel was well out-of-date.

The fire alarm activated recently after a flash-bang show. The original alarm was in an area where the alarms had been isolated and did not alarm at the central security control. After this alarm was silenced another sector went into alarm. After reports that this alarm was only partially audible in the building it was decided to evacuate the building – although the alarm stayed in stand-by mode in some areas.

At this stage there were instances of people ignoring requests from fire marshals to leave the building. The Committee requested that POB issue a statement regarding co-operation with fire marshals under such circumstances.

There is still outstanding the issue that a semi-unreliable fire alarm system will tend to be ignored.

7. Latest Inspections/Arrangements for Inspection

7th floor: Tea room and general housekeeping no adequate. DSE assessments required.

6th Floor: General housekeeping, use of extension leads and out-of-date cylinder regulators.

5th floor (Radiochemistry): Fume hood fan failure, oxygen depletion alarm required, old cylinder heads for replacement, electrical circuit in 5.36 trips out continually.

5th floor (non-radiochemistry): To be done in April. – GDS, CD, DC.
4th Upper Brooke Street Elevation: MB, SJH, PQ.
2nd Teaching: EMA, AS, NB.

1st Teaching: CD, DC, EMA.

8. Record Keeping for Chemicals Accountable to External Bodies
EMA/NB have met and will circulate proposals regarding “controlled” chemicals.
9. Chemistry Building Fire Risk Assessment
The University used external contractors to draw up a Fire Risk Assessment for the building.
Main issues raised in this report were over-use of multi-gang sockets, over-stocking of chemicals in laboratories, control of wastes and over-use of gas cylinders.
Some discussion took place regarding chemical/solvent stocks. It was felt it was procedurally difficult to avoid high levels of solvent stocks when solvent stores were only open foe one hour a day. EMA will raise this with JR.

It was suggested that research groups implemented an annual purge on their chemical stocks to dispose of old chemicals.

TG suggested that any feedback from the School should be fed back into the risk assessment. EMA will circulate a document to Committee members regarding these decisions.

10. Leaving checklist
Concerns were raised regarding the amount of legacy chemicals, electrical scrap and general mess/damage that individuals and groups were leaving behind on leaving the School.

It was decided to consider that if a group left the building then could some of the grant money be withheld from transfer until clean-up costs have been covered?

Postgraduate students could be billed for materials that they leave behind.
Also the possibility of top-slicing grants could be considered.

11. Dates of Next Meetings
Monday 18th May at 14.30 in Room 4.20.

Monday 29th June at 14.30 in Room 4.20.
12. AOB
There being no more business the meeting closed at 16.05.
