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Minutes of the meeting held at 2.00 p.m. on Monday 14th March 2016
Present:  Prof. R.E.P. Winpenny (REPW) (Chair), Prof. F. Livens (FL), Dr. M. Attfield (MA), 
                 Dr. J. Gardiner (JG), Dr. P. Gorry (PG), Dr. T. Singleton, Dr N. Hutchings (NH) (minutes), Dr. T. Aspinall (TA), Dr. P. Quayle (PQ), Dr. J. Morrison (JM),
                 Mr. M. Jackson (MJ), Mr. M. Carroll (MC), Mr. G. Smith (GS), and Mr. S. Holden (SH).

In attendance:  Miss Catherine Davidge (CD).
1. Apologies received.
Miss R. Ruscoe (RR).  
As there were some new members of the group a round of introduction was held. 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 11th January 2016.
After two minor typographical changes these were accepted as a true and correct record.
3. Matters Arising
3.1 The move to incinerating laboratory glass waste will go ahead. SH is still to supply a detailed costing to REPW.
3.2 The method for obtaining prescription spectacles has been trialled successfully and the procedure is now on the School website.
3.3 Oxygen depletion monitors have been fitted to laboratories 3.15 and 5.47.
3.4 Training presentation “Chemistry for non-Chemists” has been written and will be given in April.
3.5 Safety sampling for PPE compliance has been carried out and will be ongoing. Compliance seems to be much improved.
3.6 Final touches are still being put (by STDU) to online course leading to requirement for all handlers of cryogenic liquids to attend and pass training.
3.7 Flash!Bang! risk assessment should be reviewed and rewritten on approved University template.
3.8 Monitoring of the activities in laboratory 3.05 are ongoing.
3.9 Message has been sent to supervisors and MChem students regarding end-of-course safe working.
3.10 Liddle Group risk assessments have been rewritten and this was the subject of some discussion. Further changes will be made and SH will send CD some examples of their specific risk assessments. REPW expressed his thanks for the efforts made by the members of this group in adapting to the Manchester safety culture.
3.11 Use of the University’s leaving checklist has still to be reviewed.
3.12 The REACH team from Lancaster University will be visiting Manchester in April and meeting with Steve Yeates, JM and SH. TA asked to be invited along as well.
3.13 SH and CD have arranged to meet to discuss changed in the explosives regulations.
3.14 REPW has written to PIs regarding changes to new PhD student access.
4. Correspondence
The Fire and Rescue service were due to visit the Chemistry Building on Wednesday 16th March – possibly because there have been 3 fires recently.
5. School Safety Advisors Report
5.1 Accident frequency:
Although the number of accidents and incidents had risen (as usual) in January to March with the exception of one member of the technical staff who had slipped/fallen on a fixed ladder there had been no serious injuries or damage. This contrasted with the previous two years when (MChem students in particular) there had been several more serious accidents.
5.2 PPE compliance
It was noted that PPE compliance in the building had improved.
6. USC update
Faculty arrangements have changed – effective from the 1st April there will be a Faculty Safety Manager and only one safety co-ordinator per Faculty.
Some legal guidelines have been updated. In particular the level of sanctions for Health and Safety related issues have been increased.
Guidance on storage of dangerous substances has been updated.
Guidance on electrical safety at work has been updated.
CD will supply appropriate information regarding these changes in guidance.
7. Annual monitoring report goals review
This was discussed at the meeting.
The School’s definition of a “major” fire was discussed.
Ether use in the Teaching Laboratories has been reviewed in the 1st and 2nd year groups only.
The number of Undergraduate students was still above design capacity. REPW said he would pursue this.
It was thought that the target of a reasonable building temperature all year round was ambitious.
        8. Building Security
        Extra swipe card controlled doors have now been installed to the main entrance and ground floor foyer areas.
        The basement corridor will have these doors installed next.
        If rooms G.07/08 can be taken from the University Central Timetabling Unit then the School will have the ability to secure the access to the building from the foyer to any hours as required.
9. Latest accidents/incidents and near misses. 
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CD suggested that any actions taken following an accident or incident should be added to the sheet.
PQ stated that since the fire of the 19th February no solvents are allowed near any sink and wash bottles are to be used in fume hoods only. A system of yellow/red cards for violations had been introduced.
10. Latest inspections/arrangements for Inspections
Several inspections had been completed since the last Committee meeting and no serious concerns were raised in any of them.
11. MIB update
11.1 A second quench (of the same magnet) had occurred. The equipment was now operational.
11.2 A visitor borrowed a lab coat and on placing their hand in the pocket suffered a needlestick injury.
11.3 A bottle of concentrated hydrochloric acid had been dropped and broken.
11.4 Discussions had been held on whether PIs just “nipping in” to labs should wear lab coats (they should).
11.5 As MIB is now part of EPS, TA invited SH and NH to participate in inspections there.
12. Any Other Business
        SH raised that the contractors about to carry out the LTM works had requested information pertaining to use of perchloric acid. SH will obtain details from the Microanalysis lab and MA will obtain details from FL and the Inorganic Section.
        REPW requested that lowering of fume hood sashes should be monitored as per the PPE inspections
There being no other business the meeting closed at 3.00 p.m.
         Next meeting will be at 2.00 p.m. on Monday 16th May in room 7.27 in the Chemistry   Building.
Actions arising from the previous meeting that are completed:
	Item
	Action
	By whom

	3.2
	The method for obtaining prescription spectacles has been trialled successfully and the procedure is now on the School website.
	SH/NH
complete

	3.3
	Oxygen depletion monitors have been fitted to laboratories 3.15 and 5.47.
	SH
complete

	3.9
	Message has been sent to supervisors and MChem students regarding end-of-course safe working.
	REPW/SH
complete

	3.14
	REPW has written to PIs regarding changes to new PhD student access.
	REPW
complete



Actions arising from the meeting:
	3.1
	Supply REPW with detailed quote for moving to incineration of waste laboratory glass.
	SH

	3.4
	Training presentation “Chemistry for non-Chemists” has been written and will be given in April.
	SH

	3.4/3.11
	Complete project for installation of oxygen depletion monitors in laboratories 3.15 and 5.47.
	SH

	3.5
	Present training lecture “Chemistry for non-Chemists.
	SH

	3.6
	Introduce cryogenic liquid handling training.
	SH/SLDU

	3.7
	Review Flash!Bang! show risk assessment.
	SH

	3.8
	Continue to monitor the installation of compressed gas cylinders in laboratory 3.05 and ensure that any installation is compliant with a suitable risk assessment.
	SH

	3.10
	Carryout suggested adjustments to Liddle Group risk assessments and supply 2 examples of actual risk assessments to CD. 
	SH

	3.11
	Review suitability of University’s leaving checklist (and any relevant material on the School intranet) for use in the Chemistry Building.
	NH

	3.12
	Meet with REACH team from Lancaster.
	TA/JM/SH

	7
	Pursue issue of Undergraduate numbers being above laboratory design capacity at Faculty level.
	REPW

	9
	Add “actions taken” to accident/incident spreadsheet.
	SH

	12.1
	Contact microanalysis/Inorganic Section to ascertain use of perchloric acid around the building.
	SH/MA

	12.2
	Monitor correct positioning of fume hood sashes.
	SH
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08/01/2016Cold burn (hand) Tech staff Rested hand on bag of dry ice whilst extracting chemical sample

14/01/2016Deep cut to shin Tech staff Fell sideways whilst ascending ladder to loading bay. Taken to hospital and off work subsequently.

22/01/2016Fire PDRA/PhD Ignition whilst quenching t-butyl lithium

26/01/2016Damaged equipment N/A Electrician discovered melted electrical part of fume hood light.

26/01/2016Chemical contamination PhD Felt strong irritation to eye whilst colleague was washing glassware in adjacent fume hood. Diphoterine used.

26/01/2016Chemical contamination PDRA Put hand on lab bench to discover a pool of liquid had been left there. Diphoterine used.

31/01/2016Building evacuation PhD Overcooked pitta bread plus packaging in microwave oven.

03/02/2016Equipment failure Tech staff Old Dewar flask exploded whilst being moved.

15/02/2016Glass cut. PhD NMR tube broke when capping.

18/02/2016Chemical contamination UG Felt strong irritation to eye after removing gloves following handling acryloyl chloride.

19/02/2016Chemical contamination Mchem Knocked bottle of phosphorus tribromide out of hood. Lab evacuated.

19/02/2016Fire UG Ignition whilst washing glassware (experiment involving sodium hydride).

23/02/2016Chemical contamination PhD Dropped waste container and splashed in face. Diphoterine used.

24/02/2016Equipment failure N/A Contractor discovered two hoods had no air flow (gauges indicated flow was good).

24/02/2016Chemical contamination Contractor Hand contaminated whilst working in riser.

24/02/2016Chemical contamination N/A Waste container erupted (overnight). Active substances in use. Disposed of with involvement of RPS.

24/02/2016Chemical contamination UG Spilled acid on leg when moving dropping funnel. Diphoterine used and taken to hospital as a precaution.  

26/02/2016Fire PDRA Ignition in waste bin after disposing of tissues and weighing boats from a glove box.

02/03/2016Chemical contamination PhD Moving Buchi solvent collecting RBF and splashed in face. Diphoterine used.

03/03/2016Glass cut. PDRA Glass vial broke whilst being capped.

08/03/2016Chemical contamination PhD Needle and syringe seperated causing splash to face. Diphoterine used.


